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The important human pathogen Staphylococcus aureus often forms biofilms on biological 28 and inert surfaces during infection. Biofilms present considerable challenges to the successful 29 eradication of staphylococcal infection in patients, since they act to protect bacteria from the 30 effects both of the host immune system and of antibacterial drugs (1). We have recently 31 established that staphylococci resident in biofilms exhibit increased mutability, thereby 32 accelerating the emergence of heritable antibiotic resistance through spontaneous mutation 33 (2). Here we show that the biofilm mode of growth also dramatically increases the ability of 
